Thanks to the Bridges to the Future capital campaign, Kansas
State University United Methodist campus ministry has pur-
chased a new building at 1001 Sunset Ave., on the northwest
corner of Sunset Avenue and College Heights Road in Manhat-
tan. The purchase of this building will help ignite more minis-
try on the K-State campus as it reaches more students with its
new location, space and facilities.

The new building, located just off campus, is a former frater-
nity house located among several active fraternity and sorority
houses in the heart of a large student-housing area. This loca-
tion provides the opportunity for great mission and outreach to
the “Greek” community and students living off campus and is
close enough to the university to attract students living on cam-
pus. The house has the capacity to house 64 students in the
living quarters.

“As our [campus ministry] board of directors visions for the
ministry’s future, that is one of the most attractive features of
the house,” said Rev. Matt Stone, campus minister. “It not only
provides a source of revenue, but it also presents an opportu-
nity to do cutting-edge ministry. More specifically, we could
house our student-leadership team in our new building and
allow the ministry to grow out of the community that our lead-
ers share together. It really is an incredible opportunity.”

Beyond its housing capability, there are several other features
that make this property a valuable resource to K-State Wesley
campus ministry. The industrial-sized kitchen and large dining
hall will enable them to feed hundreds in community meals,
hold fellowship opportunities and serve in mission.

The worship space in the new building will seat 150 students
comfortably. The backyard includes a basketball court, patio,
fire-pit and large back porch. The 48 parking spaces for house
residents is an added bonus, accommodating parking at minis-
try functions and providing another possible source of revenue
for the ministry, as parking can be at a premium in the area.

Students and board members are proud of their new facility.
They are aware that there is not another campus ministry house
on the K-State campus like this.

KSU campus ministry house at 1001 Sunset Ave., Manhattan
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“A building of this size and in this kind of location lets students
know that something is happening, that the United Methodist
Church is making an investment in K-State campus ministry and
that we are here to stay,” said Stone.

Kansas State sophomore and campus ministry student Kyle Rey-
nolds added his excitement for the building.

“With a new building, you get a blank slate and endless possibili-
ties. The new house will allow us to do things we’ve not been able
to do before, and it gives us a fresh space to grow into and make
our own,” Reynolds said.

Purchasing this building and moving forward in ministry is allow-
ing K-State Wesley campus ministry board to pursue a model of
ministry that hasn’t been explored for a long time. The students
will be able to live together and do ministry together, building a
community that will allow them to witness to the Gospel in a
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powerful, meaningful and lasting way.
With an already strong program base, this
building is an opportunity to reach more
students during a crucial time of their
lives.

“It is often very easy to feel alone or lost
among more than 20,000 people,” Rey-
nolds said. “The Wesley House and pro-
gram provided me with an outlet to get
plugged in. It has welcomed me,
grounded me and allowed me to continue
growing in my faith during my time at K-
State. I know that there is always some-
one to talk to or to pray with; there is al-
ways somebody who cares.

“It has been absolutely invaluable to mak-
ing both my experience at K-State and my
faith journey what it is and what it is
growing into. We need to do everything
we can to provide this kind of connection
for students not only at K-State but all
across Kansas,” Reynolds said.

Presently, the K-State Wesley campus
ministry has 60 active participants. The
new house and increased momentum of
United Methodist campus ministry at K-
State will allow the program to involve
hundreds of students each year.

The first phase of occupancy of the new
building will be at the beginning of the
spring semester. However, ongoing work
will take place over the next year to get
the entire building ready for full use.

If you or your church would like to plan a
day to help prepare the new building for
students and ministry (painting, cleaning,
restoring older kitchen equipment, etc.),
contact Rev. Matt Stone at 785-776-9278
or revstone@ksu.edu.

For more information about campus
ministry programs in Kansas, go to
www.kansaseast.org/campusministry.

Camp Chippewa Appreciates Bridges Dollars

The Camp Chippewa director, site director, staff and Camping Ministry Area Team
have written a note of appreciation for the support of Camp Chippewa through the

Bridges to the Future campaign. Funding for the Frogge Shelter House was approved

by the Leadership Team in October, and a request for funding for the Swan Creek

North Cabin will be made when the funding need is determined by the bids.

“On behalf of Camp Chippewa, we wish to convey our most sincere thanks to every-
one who has contributed to the Bridges to the Future capital campaign. Our Camping

Ministry Area Team met in November and approved plans presented by our site di-

rector, Clancy Moore, to start with [Swan Creek] North Cabin as the first of the five
existing cabins scheduled for renovation and refurbishing. We are currently awaiting
bids, building permits and final planning stages to take shape so we can begin as soon
as possible. We are on schedule to start on the Frogge Shelter house in January, which

is located near the swimming pool and bathhouse area.

“In 2009, we will be visioning the future, setting strategic directions and analyzing
Camp Chippewa’s current status and conditions in a world of constantly changing

expectations and requirements. We prayerfully hope that the improvements we make
will have a lasting, positive effect on everyone who comes to visit our site and facili-

ties. Thanks again from the depth of our hearts!”

Church Revitalization Starts in 2009

Thanks to funding through the Bridges to the Fu-
ture, churches have an opportunity for revitaliza-
tion through the “Abide” program. This program
allows funding for churches to send their pastor
and several lay people to attend overnight retreats
encouraging faith and stirring vision, a year in-
volved in the Incubator process to develop leader-
ship, learning and transformation through a Minis-
try Action Plan, and on-going coaching by Abide
and Incubator facilitators.

“1 am the
and my Father is the
vine grower. ... Those
who abide in me and 1
in them bear much
fruit, because apart
from me you can do
not hing."”

t r ue
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Presently there are seven churches registered in the Kansas East Conference to

participate in the 2009 Abide Program. Those United Methodist Churches are: Big
Springs, Blue Mound, Stull, Richter, Harveyville, New Hope, and Powhattan.

There is so much interest in this program from these churches that many churches

are sending up to ten people to this program!

To find out additional information about the Abide program or how your church can
benefit from this revitalization opportunity, contact Lonnie Bailey at 785-272-9111
or lbailey(@kansaseast.org or ask your district superintendent.

Would you like someone to come share about the ministries of the Bridges to the Future with you or

your church? For this and other ideas that can be helpful to the pledge process in your church. Contact the
capital campaign director Laura Murphy at LMurphy@kansaseaast.org or 913-908-6379 or 877-972-9111.

To make pledge payments (individual pledges or church pledges), make sure you mark “Bridges to the
Future” in the memo on the check and send all payments to:

Kansas East Conference, Attention: Sherry Antholtz, P.O. Box 4187, Topeka KS 66604-0187


mailto:revstone@ksu.edu
http://www.kansaseast.org/campusministry
mailto:lbailey@kansaseast.org
mailto:LMurphy@kansaseaast.org

